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Public concerns about dairy-cow welfare: How should the
dairy sector respond?

4D Welfare ~NO— LD, BEERORLE

Dr. Daniel Weary, Professor of Applied Biology, NSERC Industrial Research Chair
in Animal Welfare,
University of British Columbia CA
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Public concerns about
dairy-cow welfare: how
should the dairy sector
respond?

Dan Weary, University of British Columbia




Understanding concerns about welfare

PLOS . One Publish About Browse

& OPENACCESS B PEERABVIEWED

RESEARCH ARTIGLE

Public attitudes toward dairy farm practices and technology
related to milk production

Lexis H. Ly, Enn B, Ryan, Daniel M. Weary [

Published: April 30, 2021 + hilps #idoi.org/0.1371/journal. pone. 0250850
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Public attitude toward and
perceptions of dairy cattle welfare in
cow-calf management systems
differing in type of social and
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Western Canadian dairy farmers'
perspectives on the provision of
outdoor access for dairy cows and on
the perceptions of other stakeholders
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Veterinarian perceptions on the care
of surplus dairy calves
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Views of Western Canadian dairy
producers on calf rearing: An
interview-based study

Elizabeth R. Russell, Maring A.G. von Keyserlingk, Daniel M. Weary & =

Journal of Dairy Science
volume 104, Issue 7, July 2021, Pages 79347995
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Views of American animal and dairy
science students on the future of dairy
farms and public expectations for
dairy cattle care: A focus group study

Caroline Ritter *, Elizabeth R. Russell, Daniel M. Weary, Marina AG. von Keyserlingk
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“Should dairy cows be provided access to pasture?”

9.6%
“Neutral”

0%
“’No JJ

Schuppli et al., 2014. J. Anim. Sci. 92:5185-5192




Imagining the ideal dairy farm

© UBC

Cardosa et al., 2016. J. Dairy Sci. 99:1663-1671




How to should the industry respond to the

disconnect?

* Hide?
* FEducate?

* Engage?

Attempts to limit transparency

‘Ag-gag’ laws -- prohibit taking or possessing
photographs, video or audio recordings on farms
without consent

WA Z OB L TEZER T
g Bh 7

B9 ? #HBEIT2780D?

BRIRDERRME A~ DEA A

‘Ag- gag laws(FE (B EBRN TD &)
MESFZ Lk - NI 21T7A (BE
B E) TR - FIRT %K)

FALCEEPETH, TEORR
MBI L. RIFT B I L 0L



Counter-productive effects of reduced
transparency

Do ‘Ag-gag’ laws reduce the credibility of farmers?

Robbins et al., 2016. Food Policy 61:121-125
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effects of the
‘ag-gag’ laws
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Robbins et al., 2016. Food Policy 61:121-125.
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Overall, participants were:

o Pleased to see a high level
of attention and care to
cattle

Displeased about cow-calf
separation and the lack of
pasture/outdoor access
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How confident are you that dairy cattle have a good life? \

100% ]
Confident

75%

50%
: Neutral

25%

Not Confident

0%

Before After

Ventura et al,, 2016. PLOS ONE 11: e0154733
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How to should the industry respond?

* Engage?
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Canada’s Codes of Practice

* Industry led

CODE OF PRACTICE

* Multi-stakeholder
* Science informed
FOR THE CARE AND HANDLING OF . Transparent

DAIRY * Continuous improvement
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EXRFALHPRYVEL 2B TS
Fostering farmer-farmer sharing...

“So I thought, we can reverse this and do the panels back in and
just see.”

BAIEINICKFLTARARILT7TAYy 72 BW -6bEWEED

“l was confident that we could get the ventilation correct, so
[ worked with my vets on that.”

ZFOANMBEI[DT=HICREVWLEES LEEPT WL

“They're a herd animal [...] and they like to lean on each other. S0
they like the physical contact and they, I think, are calmer or
happier that way.”

Kuo et al., 2025. J. Dairy Sci: 10.3168/jds.2025-27248
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‘maternal contact

“So I thought, we can reverse this and do the panels back in and
just see.”

“I was confident that we could get the ventilation correct, 50
I worked with my vets on that.”

“They're a herd animal [...] and they like to lean on each other. So
they like the physical contact and they, | think, are calmer or
happier that way."”
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Towards a Public Approach to animal Welfare

Dr. Hen Honig, Head of the Department of Animal Welfare , Veterinary Service,
Ministry of Agriculture of Israel, IL
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Guide to Animal Welfare
in Dairy Cattle Farms and
Sheep Dairies

e Government

 Public

e Academia

* Private veterinary sector
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W and the dainy Farmers love dur wark, and we care abou what i happening in the cowstved, so far many years we have been doing cverything e can t improve the cows’ qualiny of the I and their

everyday Lives. | lowever, we know thal one can Bways do more, 2 m 2u7 7 we decided be laundh 3 change initiabive, & plan designed o umprove the way we handlz ssues that taeh on the welfare of the
warws @i o emarom bl gualily w L 22 aosstiods thal work with us,
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vision anc agendain arder be bum the 32 cowsheds that work with us inio more sustainable cows heds.
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https://www.strauss-group.com/sustainable-farming/
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Animal welfare and public health: One Health outlook

Animal Welfare& NEDORE : T ~NIILR &L ?
PhD. DVM. Débora S. Racciatti

University of Buenos Aires, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences Department of Animal
Welfare and Ethology

dracciatti@fvet.uba.ar
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One Health™7 ~NJL R
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Animal welfare (AW) & [
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Evidence and Impact

REDEEE VI TDINEIFT- LY RWIAEDREE
EE LB DOEWEERZ B 1 5 (lvemeyer et al., 2012)

BADFEEAES X T Lo AMUZ B . WEIRSE D
RRREENEL., BERFOREREZEZ RS9 (Moser et
al.,2020)
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Kz N %\ (Diana et al., 2020; Racciatti et al.2023)
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HFEOTVINT7 2T %@t d 5. RENZESOEREBEUNBD T 5

(Diana et al., 2020; Albernaz-Gongalves et al., 2022; Racciatti et al., 2023).
RIEE DR Z1EEE EBHEED Y X7 % B o 9 (Noordhuizen et al., 2005; Garcia
et al., 2023).

BLRIHFE~NDTTIE X~/ = R e—BREIE, FIEEER TR Z %,
(Grace et al., 2012).
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Semt) #=H.K9 %, (Sizemore & Boggess, 2015).

BETLVERICAODNTLWARBIIREO 7y N7V Y bZEHT, (LRI,
2021).
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B3R (2513 3 B4 > 7 LT > HHENT (Nguyen et al. 2025: Shittu et al., 2025).
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Agriculture @

Demand for @ ) 2 4 -
animal source Sy | . G RN This disease spillover
foods ~ ch is happening once
' every 4 months
Urbanization E on average,
0 [I] and rising

CDERDBRHBIZFEG L T4 BICIERZ Y., HBET 5,
ILRI (2021). REEBRDA VX —T7 24 ADOEEBIZA & B, BPDOWIN-

WIN-WIN & WD R A2 4T,  (Livestock pathways to 2030: One Health Brief 6.
Nairobi: International Livestock Research Institute. 2021)




AW & [IEZE)

NEYLRBEEA ML A IAZAEP L, TOAVATLEZEDITS
(Sizemore & Boggess, 2015;ILRI, 2021; Nguyen et al., 2023)

FVRWIVILT7 2TV IIRBORER., FHRESIOCAEOV I L E—A VT %
WEJ 5 (Pinillos et al., 2016; Fawcett, 2020; Racciatti, 2023)
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(Matzke, 2003; Grant, 2006; Brujinis et al., 2012)



Economic advantages of high AW

RELEE., REL4ES, RELRYIKVWOAF L, L
UL#%T\AE@M%m&ﬁ_\%fwﬁwﬁé\%
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et al., 2015; Moser et al., 2020; ILRI, 2021; Lorenzi et al.,
2021; Keeling et al., 2022)
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Pinillos (2018)
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